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Introduction 


The following short book discusses some aspects of Sincerity to Others 
and its reward. This discussion is based on Chapter 28 Al Qasas, 
Verses 23-28 of the Holy Quran: 


“And when he [Prophet Musa, peace be upon him] came to the water 
[i.e., well] of Madyan, he found there a crowd of people watering [their 
flocks], and he found aside from them two women holding back [their 
flocks]. He said, "What is your circumstance?" They said, "We do not 
water until the shepherds dispatch [their flocks]; and our father is an old 
man." So he watered [their flocks] for them; then he went back to the 
shade and said, "My Lord, indeed | am, for whatever good You would 
send down to me, in need." Then one of the two women came to him 
walking with shyness. She said, "Indeed, my father invites you that he 
may reward you for having watered for us." So when he came to him 
and related to him the story, he said, "Fear not. You have escaped from 
the wrongdoing people." One of the women said, "O my father, hire him. 
Indeed, the best one you can hire is the strong and the trustworthy." He 
said, "Indeed, | wish to wed you one of these, my two daughters, on [the 
condition] that you serve me for eight years; but if you complete ten, it 
will be [as a favor] from you. And | do not wish to put you in difficulty. 
You will find me, if Allah wills, from among the righteous." [Prophet 
Musa, peace be upon him] said, "That is [established] between me and 
you. Whichever of the two terms | complete - there is no injustice to me, 
and Allah, over what we say, is Witness."” 


Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 


has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 


“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 


Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 


Sincerity to Others 


Chapter 28 - Al Qasas, Verses 23-28 
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“And when he [Prophet Musa, peace be upon him] came to the water [i.e., 
well] of Madyan, he found there a crowd of people watering [their flocks], 
and he found aside from them two women holding back [their flocks]. He 
said, "What is your circumstance?" They said, "We do not water until the 

shepherds dispatch [their flocks]; and our father is an old man." 


So he watered [their flocks] for them; then he went back to the shade and 
said, "My Lord, indeed | am, for whatever good You would send down to 
me, in need." 


Then one of the two women came to him walking with shyness. She said, 
"Indeed, my father invites you that he may reward you for having watered 
for us." So when he came to him and related to him the story, he said, 
"Fear not. You have escaped from the wrongdoing people." 


One of the women said, "O my father, hire him. Indeed, the best one you 
can hire is the strong and the trustworthy." 


He said, "Indeed, | wish to wed you one of these, my two daughters, on 
[the condition] that you serve me for eight years; but if you complete ten, it 


will be [as a favor] from you. And | do not wish to put you in difficulty. You 
will find me, if Allah wills, from among the righteous." 


[Prophet Musa, peace be upon him] said, "That is [established] between 
me and you. Whichever of the two terms | complete - there is no injustice to 
me, and Allah, over what we say, is Witness."” 


“And when he [Prophet Musa, peace be upon him] came to the water 
[i.e., well] of Madyan, he found there a crowd of people watering [their 
flocks], and he found aside from them two women holding back [their 
flocks]. He said, "What is your circumstance?” They said, "We do not 
water until the shepherds dispatch [their flocks]; and our father is an 
old man." So he watered [their flocks] for them; then he went back to 

the shade...” 


Even though the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, was in a 
desperate situation, which would make normal people forget about others, 
he still maintained his sincerity to others and voluntarily aided the women. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 
sincerity towards the general public. This includes desiring the best for 
them at all times and showing this through one’s words and actions. It 
includes advising others to do good, forbidding them from evil, to be 
merciful and kind to others at all times. This can be summed up by a single 
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 170. It warns that one cannot be a 
true believer until they love for others what they desire for themself. 


Being sincere to people is so important that according to the Hadith found 
in Sahih Bukhari, number 57, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, placed this duty next to establishing the obligatory 
prayer and donating the obligatory charity. From this Hadith alone one can 
understand its importance as it has been placed with two vital obligatory 
duties. 


It is a part of sincerity towards people that one is pleased when they are 
happy and sad whenever they are grieved as long as their attitude does not 
contradict the teachings of Islam. A high level of sincerity includes one 
going to extreme limits to make the lives of others better, even if this puts 
themself in difficulty. For example, one may sacrifice purchasing certain 
things in order to donate the wealth to the needy. Desiring and striving to 
always unite people on good is a part of sincerity towards others. Whereas, 
dividing others is a characteristic of the Devil. Chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 53: 


“,..8atan certainly seeks to sow discord among them...” 


One way of uniting people is to veil the faults of others and advise them 
privately against sins. The one who acts in this way will have their sins 
veiled by Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 1426. Whenever possible one should advise and teach 
the aspects of religion and the important aspects of the world to others so 
that both their worldly and religious lives improve. A proof of one’s sincerity 
to others is that they support them in their absence for example, from the 
slander of others. Turning away from others and only worrying about 
oneself is not the attitude of a Muslim. In fact, this is how most animals 
behave. Even if one cannot change the whole society they can still be 
sincere in helping those in their life, such as their relatives and friends. 
Simply put, one must treat others how they desire people to treat them. 
Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 77: 


“...And do good as Allah has done good to you...” 


“And when he [Prophet Musa, peace be upon him] came to the water 
[i.e., well] of Madyan, he found there a crowd of people watering [their 
flocks], and he found aside from them two women holding back [their 
flocks]. He said, "What is your circumstance?" They said, "We do not 

water until the shepherds dispatch [their flocks]; and our father is an 
old man." So he watered [their flocks] for them; then he went back to 

the shade...” 


Even though the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, was in a 
desperate situation, which would make normal people forget about others, 
he still maintained his sincerity to others and voluntarily aided the women. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6853, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Allah, the 
Exalted, will continue helping a Muslim as long as they are helping others. 
A Muslim must understand that when they strive for something or are aided 
by another person to complete a particular task the outcome may be 
successful or end in failure. But when Allah, the Exalted, helps someone 
with anything a successful outcome is guaranteed. Therefore, Muslims 
should, for their own sake, strive to help others in all good things so that 
they receive the help of Allah, the Exalted, in both worldly and religious 
matters. This was proven in the case of the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be 
upon him, as aiding the women led to an ease in his situation. Chapter 28 
Al Qasas, verse 25: 


“Then one of the two women came to him walking with shyness. She said, 
"Indeed, my father invites you that he may reward you for having watered 
for us."...” 


“And when he [Prophet Musa, peace be upon him] came to the water 
[i.e., well] of Madyan, he found there a crowd of people watering [their 
flocks], and he found aside from them two women holding back [their 
flocks]. He said, "What is your circumstance?” They said, "We do not 
water until the shepherds dispatch [their flocks]; and our father is an 
old man." So he watered [their flocks] for them; then he went back to 

the shade...” 


Even though the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, was in a 
desperate situation, which would make normal people forget about others, 
he still maintained his sincerity to others and voluntarily aided the women 
without requesting a fee. 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that those who 
perform deeds for the sake of people, such as showing off, instead of doing 
them for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, will be told to gain their reward 
on Judgment Day from the people they acted for which in reality is not 
possible to do. 


It is important to understand that the foundation of all deeds and even Islam 
itself is one’s intention. It is the very thing which Allah, the Exalted, judges 
people on according to a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1. A 
Muslim should ensure they perform all religious and useful worldly actions 
for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, so that they gain reward from Him in both 
worlds. A sign of this correct mentality is that this person neither expects 


nor desires people to appreciate or show gratitude to them for the deeds 
they perform. If one desires this then it indicates their incorrect intention. 


In addition, acting with the correct intention prevents sadness and 
bitterness as the one who acts for the sake of people will eventually 
encounter ungrateful people who will make them annoyed and bitter as 
they feel they wasted their effort and time. Unfortunately, this is seen in 
parents and relatives as they often fulfill their duties towards their children 
and relatives for their sake instead of for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted. 
But the one who acts for the sake of Allah, the exalted, will fulfill all their 
duties towards others such as their children and never become bitter or 
enraged when they fail to show gratitude towards them. This attitude leads 
to peace of mind and general happiness as they know Allah, the Exalted, is 
fully aware of their righteous deed and will reward them for it. This is the 
way all Muslims must act otherwise they may well be left empty handed on 
the Day of Judgment. 


“,..then he [Prophet Musa, peace be upon him] went back to the 
shade and said, "My Lord, indeed | am, for whatever good You would 
send down to me, in need.”” 


This supplication of the Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be upon him, teaches 
Muslims the importance of humility. This pious characteristic allows a 
Muslim to acknowledge with their heart and through their actions that every 
blessing they possess has been granted to them by none other than Allah, 
the Exalted. The Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be upon him, confirmed in this 
supplication that all good in this world and the next is granted by Allah, the 
Exalted. But more importantly even though it is a fact that nothing in 
creation occurs without the will and choice of Allah, the Exalted, which 
includes difficulties and hardships, it is a sign of true servanthood not to 
attribute these things to Allah, the Exalted. Meaning, the Holy Prophet 
Mosa, peace be upon him, mentioned the good things Allah, the Exalted, 
chose for him but did not mention the great difficulty he was in which 
occurred through the will and choice of Allah, the Exalted, as this behaviour 
can be seen as a type of complaint. The Holy Prophet Ibrahim, peace be 
upon him, did the same thing when he attributed good things to Allah, the 
Exalted, yet attributed illness to himself even though illnesses only occur 
through the choice and will of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 26 Ash Shu’ara, 
verse 80: 


“And when | am ill, it is He who cures me.” 


This attitude is important to adopt as it makes one’s mentality positive 
rather than negative. The one who adopts a negative mentality will only 


ever observe and mention their problems instead of observing the 
countless blessings they still possess which leads to impatience and further 
difficulties. Whereas, the one who possesses a positive mind-set will only 
ever observe and mention the countless blessings they possess in all 
situations which leads to patience and true gratitude which is shown by the 
Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be upon him, in this great event. It is important 
to firmly believe that the glass is half full not half empty. 


“Then one of the two women came to him walking with shyness...” 


This indicates that modesty extends to beyond one’s clothes. 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2458, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that showing true 
modesty to Allah, the Exalted, involves guarding the head and what it 
contains and to protect the stomach and what it contains and to remember 
death often. He concluded by declaring that whoever intends to seek the 
hereafter should leave the adornments of the material world. 


This Hadith proves that modesty is something which extends beyond one's 
clothing. It is something which encompasses every aspect of one's life. 
Protecting the head includes guarding the tongue, eyes, ears and even the 
thoughts from sins and vain things. Even though, one may hide what they 
say and what they see from others but they cannot hide these things from 
Allah, the Exalted. So protecting these parts of the body is a sign of true 
modesty. 


Guarding the stomach means one should avoid unlawful wealth and food. 
This will lead to the rejection of one's good deeds. This has been indicated 
in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2342. 


Finally, modesty includes giving priority to the hereafter over the excess of 
this material world. It is important to note, this includes taking from the 
material world in order to fulfill one's needs and the needs of their 
dependents without waste, excess or extravagance as these are disliked by 
Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 7 Al Araf, verse 31: 


“'..and eat and drink, but be not excessive. Indeed, He likes not those who 
commit excess.” 


The one who behaves in this manner according to the teachings of Islam 
will find that they adequately prepare for the hereafter and have plenty of 
time to enjoy the lawful pleasures of the world moderately. 


“Then one of the two women came to him walking with shyness. She 
said, "Indeed, my father invites you that he may reward you for having 
watered for us."...” 


The woman eliminated any possible misunderstandings by mentioning her 
father first. In addition, their faither, who some believe to be the Holy 
Prophet Shoaib, peace be upon him, decided to show his gratitude to him 
for helping his daughters. 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1954, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever is not 
grateful to people cannot be grateful to Allah, the Exalted. 


Even though there is no doubt that the source of all blessings is none other 
than Allah, the Exalted, none the less showing gratitude to people is an 
important aspect of Islam. This is because Allah, the Exalted, sometimes 
uses a person as a means to help others such as one’s parents. As the 
means has been created and used by Allah, the Exalted, being grateful to 
them is in fact being grateful to Allah, the Exalted. Therefore, Muslims must 
show good character and always show appreciation for any aid or support 
they receive from others irrespective of its size. They should show gratitude 
to Allah, the Exalted, by using the blessing according to His commands as 
He is the source of the blessing and show gratitude to the person as they 
are the means which was created and chosen by Allah, the Exalted. A 
Muslim should show gratitude verbally to people and practically by repaying 
their act of kindness according to their means even if it is only a 


supplication on their behalf. This has been advised in a Hadith found in 
Imam Bukhari's, Adab Al Mufrad, number 216. 


The person who does not show gratitude to people cannot show true 
gratitude to Allah, the Exalted, and therefore they will not be given an 
increase in blessings. Chapter 14 Ibrahim, verse 7: 


“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, ‘If you are grateful, | will 
surely increase you [in favor]...” 


If a Muslim desires an increase in blessings they must fulfill both aspects of 
gratitude namely, to Allah, the Exalted, and to people. 


“_..She said, "Indeed, my father invites you that he may reward you 
for having watered for us."" So when he [Prophet Musa, peace be upon 
him] came to him [Prophet Shoaib, peace be upon him] and related to 

him the story...” 


Even though the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, was a fugitive 
who accidentally killed someone yet he still adhered to the truth when 
telling his story. 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1971, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, discussed the importance 
of truthfulness and avoiding lies. The first part advises that truthfulness 
leads to righteousness which in turn leads to Paradise. When a person 
persists on truthfulness they are recorded by Allah, the Exalted, as a 
truthful person. 


It is important to note, that truthfulness as three levels. The first is when 
one is truthful in their intention and sincerity. Meaning, they act only for the 
sake of Allah, the Exalted, and do not benefit others for an ulterior motive, 
such as fame. This in fact is the foundation of Islam as every action is 
judged on one's intention. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Bukhari, number 1. The next level is when one is truthful through their 
words. This in reality means they avoid all types of verbal sins not just lies. 
As the one who indulges in other verbal sins cannot be a real truthful 
person. An excellent way of achieving this is by acting on a Hadith found in 
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2317, which advises that a person can only make 
their Islam excellent when they avoid getting involved in the things which 


do not concern them. The majority of verbal sins occur because a Muslim 
discusses something which does not concern them. The final stage is 
truthfulness in actions. This is achieved through the sincere obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His 
prohibitions and being patient with destiny according to the traditions of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, without 
cheery picking or misinterpreting the teachings of Islam which suit one's 
desires. They must adhere to hierarchy and priority order set by Allah, the 
Exalted, in all actions. 


The consequences of the opposite of these levels of truthfulness namely, 
lying, according to the main Hadith under discussion, is that it leads to 
disobedience which in turn leads to the fire of Hell. When one persists on 
this attitude they will be recorded as a great liar by Allah, the Exalted. 


“,..She said, "Indeed, my father invites you that he may reward you 
for having watered for us."" So when he [Prophet Musa, peace be upon 
him] came to him [Prophet Shoaib, peace be upon him] and related to 

him the story, he said, "Fear not. You have escaped from the 
wrongdoing people.”” 


The father appreciated his honesty and therefore did not make negative 
assumptions about him. 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4993, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that thinking well 
about people is an aspect of worshipping Allah, the Exalted, correctly. 
Meaning, it is an aspect of obeying Allah, the Exalted. 


Interpreting things in a negative way often leads to sins such as backbiting 
and slander. In all cases a Muslim should interpret things where possible in 
a positive way in order to give the benefit of the doubt to others. 
Unfortunately, adopting a negative mind-set effects people from a family 
unit to a national level. For example, how many times has a nation gone to 
war over an assumption and suspicion? The vast majority of scandals 
which are found in the media are based on assumptions. Even laws have 
been created which support the use of assumptions and suspicion. This 
often leads to fractured and broken relationships as people with this mind- 
set always believe others are taking a dig at them through their words or 
actions. This prevents one from taking advice from others as they believe 
they are only being mocked by the one giving advice and it prevents one 
from giving advice as they believe the other person will not pay any 


attention to what they say. And a person will refrain from advising the one 
who possesses this negative mind-set as they believe it will only lead to an 
argument. This leads to other negative traits such as bitterness. 


It is important for Muslims to understand that even if they assume someone 
is taking a dig at them they should still accept their advice if it is based on 
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 
and blessings be upon him. They should strive to interpret things where 
possible in a positive way which leads to a positive mentality. And a 
positive mindset leads to healthy relationships and feelings. Chapter 49 Al 
Hujurat, verse 12: 


“O you who have believed, avoid much [negative] assumption. Indeed, 
some assumption is sin...” 


“_..She said, "Indeed, my father invites you that he may reward you 
for having watered for us."" So when he came to him and related to 
him the story...One of the women said, "O my father, hire him. Indeed, 
the best one you can hire is the strong..."” 


In a Hadith found in Sunan lon Majah, number 4168, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the strong 
believer is more beloved to Allah, the Exalted, than a weaker believer. 


This does not necessarily refer to physical strength which one uses to 
perform righteous deeds. But it also refers to knowledge and acting on it. 
When one acts on their knowledge it leads to certainty of faith. The one 
who possesses strong faith will fulfil their duties according to their 
knowledge and not blind imitation like the weak believer. A weak believer 
believes something based on hearsay like if they were told a person is 
inside their house whereas the strong believer believes and acts based on 
knowledge for example, if they saw the person inside their house through a 
window. The stronger one’s faith the greater their obedience to Allah, the 
Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His commands, refraining from His 
prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. This in turn increases their 
success in both worlds. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 53: 


“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it 
becomes clear to them that it is the truth...” 


“...She said, "Indeed, my father invites you that he may reward you 
for having watered for us."" So when he came to him and related to 
him the story...One of the women said, "O my father, hire him. Indeed, 
the best one you can hire is the strong..."” 


Strong also refers to someone who does not shy away from fulfilling their 
responsibilities to Allah, the Exalted, and the creation out of laziness, 
weakness or some other flaw. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2409, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that each person 
is a guardian and responsible for the things under their care. 


The greatest thing a Muslim is a guardian of is their faith. Therefore, they 
must strive to fulfill its responsibility by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the 
Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience 
according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. 


This guardianship also includes every blessing one has been granted by 
Allah, the Exalted, which includes external things such as wealth and 
internal things such as one's body. A Muslim must fulfill the responsibility of 
these things by using them in the way prescribed by Islam. For example, a 


Muslim should only use their eyes to look at lawful things and their tongue 
to utter only lawful and useful words. 


This guardianship also extends to others within one's life such as relatives 
and friends. A Muslim must fulfill this responsibility by fulfilling their rights 
such as providing for them and gently commanding good and forbidding 
evil according to the teachings of Islam. One should not cut off from others 
especially over worldly issues. Instead, they should continue to treat them 
kindly hoping they will change for the better. This guardianship includes 
one’s children. A Muslim must guide them by leading by example as this by 
far is the most effective way in guiding children. They must obey Allah, the 
Exalted, practically as discussed earlier and teach their children to do the 
same. 


To conclude, according to this Hadith everyone has some sort of 
responsibility they have been entrusted with. So they should gain and act 
on the relevant knowledge in order to fulfill them as this is a part of obeying 
Allah, the Exalted. 


“_..She said, "Indeed, my father invites you that he may reward you 
for having watered for us."" So when he came to him and related to 
him the story...One of the women said, "O my father, hire him. Indeed, 
the best one you can hire is...the trustworthy."” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2749, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that betraying 
trusts is an aspect of hypocrisy. 


This includes all the trusts one possesses from Allah, the Exalted, and 
people. Every blessing one possesses has been entrusted to them by 
Allah, the Exalted. The only way to fulfill these trusts is by using the 
blessings in the way which is pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. This will ensure 
they gain further blessings as this is true gratitude. Chapter 14 Ibrahim, 
verse 7: 


“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, ‘If you are grateful, | will 
surely increase you [in favor]...” 


The trusts between people are important to fulfill also. The one who has 
been entrusted with someone else's belongings should not misuse them 
and only use them according to the wishes of the owner. One of the 
greatest trusts between people is keeping conversations secret unless 


there is some obvious benefit in informing others. Unfortunately, this is 
often overlooked amongst Muslims. 


“_..She said, "Indeed, my father invites you that he may reward you 
for having watered for us."" So when he came to him and related to 
him the story...One of the women said, "O my father, hire him. Indeed, 
the best one you can hire is...the trustworthy."” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2749, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that breaking 
promises is an aspect of hypocrisy. 


The greatest of promises a Muslim has made is with Allah, the Exalted, 
which is to obey Him sincerely. This involves fulfilling His commands, 
refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. All other 
promises made with people must also be kept unless one has a valid 
excuse especially, the ones a parent makes with children. Breaking 
promises only teaches children bad character and encourages them to 
believe being deceitful is an acceptable characteristic to possess. In a 
Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2227, Allah, the Exalted, declares 
that He will be against the one who makes a promise in His name and then 
breaks it without a valid excuse. How can the one who has Allah, the 
Exalted, against them on Judgment Day possibly succeed? 


“_..She said, "Indeed, my father invites you that he may reward you 
for having watered for us."" So when he came to him and related to 
him the story...One of the women said, "O my father, hire him. Indeed, 
the best one you can hire is the strong and the trustworthy." He said, 
"Indeed, | wish to wed you one of these, my two daughters...”” 


Both the father and his daughter recognized the goodness in the Holy 
Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, and therefore desired him to marry into 
the family. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 5090, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that a person is 
married for four reasons: their wealth, lineage, beauty or for their piety. He 
concluded by warning that a person should marry for the sake of piety 
otherwise they will be a loser. 


It is important to understand that the first three things mentioned in this 
Hadith are very transient and imperfect. They may give someone 
temporary happiness but ultimately these things will become a burden for 
them as they are linked to the material world and not to the thing which 
grants ultimate and permanent success namely, faith. One only needs to 
observe the rich and famous in order to understand that wealth does not 
bring happiness. In fact, the rich are the most unsatisfied and unhappy 
people on Earth. Marrying someone for the sake of their lineage is foolish 
as it does not guarantee the person will make a good spouse. In fact, if the 
marriage does not work out it destroys the family bond the two families 
possessed before the marriage. Marrying only for the sake of beauty 


meaning, love is not wise as this is a fickle emotion which changes with the 
passing of time and with one’s mood. How many couples supposedly 
drowned in love ended up hating each other? 


But it is important to note, that this Hadith does not mean one should find a 
spouse who is poor as it is important to get married to someone who can 
financially support a family. Neither does it mean one should not be 
attracted to their spouse as this is an important aspect of a healthy 
marriage. But this Hadith means that these things should not be the main 
or ultimate reason someone gets married. The main and ultimate quality a 
Muslim should look for in a spouse is piety. This is when a Muslim fulfills 
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refrains from His prohibitions and 
faces destiny with patience. Put simply, the one who fears Allah, the 
Exalted, will treat their soouse well in both times of happiness and difficulty. 
On the other hand, those who are irreligious will mistreat their spouse 
whenever they are upset. This is one of the main reasons why domestic 
violence has increased amongst Muslims in recent years. 


Finally, if a Muslim desires to get married they should firstly obtain the 
knowledge associated with it, such as the rights they owe their spouse, the 
rights they are owed from their spouse and how to correctly deal with one's 
spouse in different situations. Unfortunately, ignorance of this leads to 
many arguments and divorces as people demand things which their spouse 
is not obliged to fulfill. Knowledge is the foundation of a healthy and 
successful marriage. 


“_..She said, "Indeed, my father invites you that he may reward you 
for having watered for us."" So when he came to him and related to 
him the story...One of the women said, "O my father, hire him. Indeed, 
the best one you can hire is the strong and the trustworthy." He said, 
"Indeed, | wish to wed you one of these, my two daughters...”” 


Both the father and his daughter recognized the goodness in the Holy 
Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, and therefore desired him to marry into 
the family. 


According to an incident which has been recorded in Imam Asfahani's, 
Hilyat Al Awliya, number 510, the great Companion Abu Darda, may Allah 
be pleased with him, refused to give his daughter’s hand in marriage to a 
rich and powerful person. He advised that he only did this as he feared his 
daughter would get lost in the excess and luxuries of this world which 
would undoubtedly damage her faith. 


It is strange how the majority of Muslims have adopted the opposite 
mindset to this. And often seek rich and influential people in order to join 
ties with. They are often less concerned about the strength of their faith and 
therefore fail to connect with families for this reason which has been 
specifically advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 3635. Even 
though, a family should not marry in to a family which cannot financially 
support their relative but at the same time they should not set wealth and 
social status as their only benchmark for finding a suitable spouse for their 
relative. 


This incident shows the importance of always seeking good for others by 
considering faith in all situations and circumstances. Meaning, one should 
only get into situations when they firmly believe their faith will either 
strengthen through it or at least not become damaged because of it. If they 
suspect this may occur they should avoid it at all costs as all worldly things 
come and go but the strength of one's faith is the thing that will define their 
ultimate and permanent destination in the hereafter therefore, it should 
always be protected. 


“He said, "Indeed, | wish to wed you [Prophet Musa, peace be upon 
him] one of these, my two daughters, on [the condition] that you 
serve me for eight years; but if you complete ten, it will be [as a favor] 
from you. And | do not wish to put you in difficulty. You will find me, if 
Allah wills, from among the righteous."” 


The father desired to make things easy for the Holy Prophet Musa, peace 
be upon him. 


In this day and age due to ignorance it has become more difficult to fulfil 
the rights of people, such as one's parents. Even though a Muslim has no 
excuse but to strive to fulfil them it is important for Muslims to be merciful 
with each other. As advised by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6655, 
Allah, the Exalted, shows mercy to those who are merciful to others. 


One aspect of this mercy is for a Muslim not to demand their full rights from 
others. Instead, they should use the means such as their physical or 
financial strength to help themself and make things easy for others. In 
some cases, when a Muslim demands their full rights from others and they 
fail to fulfil them it may lead to their punishment. In order to be merciful to 
others they should therefore only demand their rights in some cases. This 
does not mean a Muslim should not strive to fulfil the rights of others but it 
means they should try to overlook and excuse the people they have rights 
over. For example, a parent can excuse their adult child from a particular 
house chore and do it themself if they possess the means to do so without 
troubling themself, especially if they child returns home from work 


exhausted. This leniency and mercy will not only cause Allah, to Exalted, to 
be more merciful to them but it will also increase the love and respect 
people have for them. The one who always demands their full rights is not 
a sinner but they will lose out on this reward and outcome if they behave in 
this manner. 


Muslims should make things easy for others and hope Allah, the Exalted, 
will make things easy for them in this world and in the next. 


“He said, "Indeed, | wish to wed you [Prophet Musa, peace be upon 
him] one of these, my two daughters, on [the condition] that you 
serve me for eight years; but if you complete ten, it will be [as a favor] 
from you. And | do not wish to put you in difficulty. You will find me, if 
Allah wills, from among the righteous."” 


Righteousness cannot be achieved without gaining and acting on Islamic 
knowledge so that one can fulfill the commands of Allah, the Exalted, 
refrain from His prohibitions and face destiny with patience according to the 
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 28: 


“Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who _ have 
knowledge...” 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2451, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon, advised that a Muslim cannot 
become righteous until they avoid something which is not harmful to their 
religion out of caution that it will lead to something which is harmful. 
Therefore, an aspect of righteousness is to avoid things which are doubtful 
not just unlawful. This is because doubtful things takes a Muslim one step 
closer to the unlawful and the closer one is to the unlawful the easier it is to 
fall into it. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205, 
advises that the one who avoids unlawful and doubtful things will protect 
their religion and honor. If one observes those who have become 
misguided in society, in most cases, this occurred gradually not in one 
sudden step. Meaning, the person first indulged in doubtful things before 


falling into the unlawful. This is the reason why Islam stresses the need to 
avoid unnecessary and vain things in one's life as they can lead them to 
the unlawful. For example, vain and useless speech which is not classified 
sinful by Islam often leads to evil speech, such as backbiting, lying and 
slander. If a person avoids the first step by not indulging in vain speech 
they will undoubtedly avoid evil soeech. This process can be applied to all 
things which are vain, unnecessary and especially, doubtful. 


“He said, "Indeed, | wish to wed you [Prophet Musa, peace be upon 
him] one of these, my two daughters, on [the condition] that you 
serve me for eight years; but if you complete ten, it will be [as a favor] 
from you. And | do not wish to put you in difficulty. You will find me, if 
Allah wills, from among the righteous.” [Prophet Musa, peace be upon 
him] said, "That is [established] between me and you. Whichever of 
the two terms | complete - there is no injustice to me, and Allah, over 
what we say, is Witness.”” 


In a Hadith found in Sunan lon Majah, number 2146, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that merchants will 
be raised as immoral people on Judgment Day except those who fear 
Allah, the Exalted, act righteously and speak the truth. 


This Hadith applies to all those who take part in business transactions. It is 
extremely important to fear Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, 
refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. This 
includes treating others kindly according to the teachings of Islam. In 
respect to business dealings a Muslim should be honest in their speech by 
disclosing all the details of the transaction to all who are involved. A Hadith 
found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2079, warns that when Muslims hide things 
in financial transactions, such as defects in their goods, it will lead to a loss 
in blessings. 


Acting righteously includes not striving to con others by making them pay 
excessively for goods. A Muslim should simply treat others how they desire 
to be treated meaning, with honesty and full disclosure. The same way, a 


Muslim would not like to be mistreated in financial matters they should not 
mistreat others. 


Those conducting business should always avoid lying as it leads to 
immorality and immortality leads to Hell. In fact, a person will keep telling 
and acting on lies until they are recorded as a great liar by Allah, the 
Exalted. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 
number 1971. 


“He said, "Indeed, | wish to wed you [Prophet Musa, peace be upon 
him] one of these, my two daughters, on [the condition] that you 
serve me for eight years; but if you complete ten, it will be [as a favor] 
from you. And I do not wish to put you in difficulty. You will find me, if 
Allah wills, from among the righteous.” [Prophet Musa, peace be upon 
him] said, "That is [established] between me and you. Whichever of 
the two terms | complete - there is no injustice to me, and Allah, over 
what we say, is Witness.”” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2072, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that no one has 
eaten anything better than from the earnings of their own hands. 


It is important for Muslims not to confuse laziness for trusting in Allah, the 
Exalted. Unfortunately, many Muslims turn away from working a lawful 
occupation, go on social benefits and inhabit the Mosques claiming to trust 
in Allah, the Exalted, to provide for them. This is not trusting in Allah, the 
Exalted, at all. It is only laziness which contradicts the teachings of Islam. 
True trust in Allah, the Exalted, in respect to gaining wealth is to use the 
means Allah, the Exalted, provided a person, such as their physical 
strength, in order to obtain lawful wealth according to the teachings of Islam 
and then trust that Allah, the Exalted, will provide lawful wealth to them 
through these means. The aim of trusting in Allah, the Exalted, is not to 
cause one to give up using the means He has created as this would make 
them useless and Allah, the Exalted, does not create useless things. The 
purpose of trusting in Allah, the Exalted, is to prevent one from earning 
wealth through doubtful or unlawful means. As a Muslim should firmly 
believe their provision which includes wealth was allocated to them over 
fifty thousand years before the creation of the Heavens and the Earth. This 


is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6748. This 
allocation cannot change under any circumstances. A Muslim’s duty is to 
strive in obtaining this through lawful means which is the tradition of the 
Holy Prophets, peace be upon him. This has been indicated in a Hadith 
found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2072. Using the means provided by Allah, 
the Exalted, is an aspect of trusting in Allah, the Exalted, as He created 
them for this very purpose. A Muslim should therefore not be lazy while 
claiming trust in Allah, the Exalted, by going on social benefits when they 
have the means to earn lawful wealth through their own efforts and the 
means created and provided to them by Allah, the Exalted. 


“..and Allah, over what we say, is Witness." 


The divine vision of Allah, the Exalted, encompasses everything 
irrespective of its size or location. In addition, Allah, the Exalted, is a 
witness to the actions of the creation. He observes their outer physical 
actions and inner hidden intentions. Nothing can escape His divine vision. 


A Muslim should therefore strive in obedience to Allah, the Exalted, in order 
to reach the level where they become constantly vigilant of the divine 
vision. This level has been referred to as excellence of faith in a Hadith 
found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. When one is fully aware of the divine 
vision it prevents them from sinning and encourages them to perform 
righteous deeds. 


A Muslim should be an overseer of their own soul and constantly take 
themself into account in order to ensure they do not become heedless. As 
the main cause of sin is heedlessness. The one who takes themself into 
account will find their accountability on Judgement Day easy. Whoever 
does not watch other themself like this will commit sins without even 
realising it. A Muslim should also ensure they keep a watchful eye on all 
the people under their care and advise them accordingly as this is a 
responsibility given to them by Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a 
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2928. 
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